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HRL: PFT to be all female next fall

ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

On Monday, members of the WKU
Housing Residence Life leadership
team discussed changing Pearce Ford
Tower to an all-female residence hall.
But Housing and Residence Life Director Brian Kuster didn’t expect the news
to spread like wildfire.
“This all kind of came out quicker
than what I would have liked,” he said.
“But at the same time, I want to be
open and honest with everyone. We
are looking at making that change, but

we’re still doing our research.”
PFT is currently a co-ed residence
hall, but effective fall 2013, it will house
only females.
Kuster said the decision came in an
effort to change the “stigma” of PFT.
“We do think it will make a change
in the view of PFT,” he said. “Any time
something happens near the south end
of campus, PFT gets the negative connotation.”
The hall received a $15 million renovation in 2009, which Kuster said was
an effort to change the perception people had on the building.

“It had an effect, but not exactly what
we wanted it to do,” he said.
Howard Bailey, vice president for Student Affairs, was also on board for the
change.
“They thought I would brew over it
since I was one of the first hall directors
(there),” Bailey said. “But it didn’t take
me long to make a decision.”
Bailey said he simply couldn’t find
any negatives about the change, especially since there was “quite a bit” of
money invested in PFT.
“It’s no surprise in education, in Student Affairs and housing, you know,

that females usually have produced
less physical wear and tear on a building,” Bailey said. “We would be maximizing the investment.”
For males, this will mean a move from
PFT — possibly to Poland Hall.
“I’m not sure if Poland will be allmale,” Kuster said. “We may look at
other residence halls. We’re looking at
it (Poland), but we’re still doing our research.”
Kuster said they want to get feedback
from students also and that males liv-

SEE HOUSING PAGE 3

Love and Lanterns
QUICHE MATCHEN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

During Tuesday night’s Student
Government Association meeting,
Gordon Emslie, provost and vice
president for Academic Affairs, informed members about a new grading scale proposal.
SGA president Cory Dodds attached the email conversations
between himself and Emslie along
with the proposal to SGA’s agenda.
In the proposal, Emslie said the
idea is to institute two new grade
points — B+ and C+ — as a way to
reward students.
“Using the top one-third rather
than the top one-half of the range
provides the necessary motivation
for students to improve their grade,
while leaving the grade for the bottom two-thirds of the range unaltered: a solid B is a B,” according to
the document.
The proposed system would not
include minus grademarks.

Paper lanterns were released Wednesday in memory of Landon Lovett. For the story, see page 3. SAMMY JO HESTER/HERALD

SEE GRADES PAGE 5

Hip-hop hoax:
Class takes to
Twitter to fool
campus

Schneider, Potter Halls may hold secrets
TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

MICHAEL MCKAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

If anyone is still upset over the explosion of tweets Wednesday saying
the university would ban hip-hop
music, they can blame Craig Lonas.
The Scottsville senior came up
with the idea of starting a slowburning rumor of a story about the
university ban for a class project in
“Hip-Hop Democracy,” an AfricanAmerican studies class.
“I thought about ‘Footloose,’ and
I thought about the whole Twitter scandal last year, and I thought,
‘What if we created this fake fear that
hip-hop was going to be banned?”
Lonas said.
He said the reasoning was that
“you don’t appreciate something
until it’s gone,” and students who
got upset would better appreciate
how important hip-hop is.
“By telling them it’s going to be
SEE HIP-HOP PAGE 5

An aerial view of WKU's campus. PROVIDED BY WKU ARCHIVES

The Ghost Hunters came to WKU for the
students, not just the ghosts.
One of The Atlantic Paranormal Society
investigators, Britt Griffith, said students
emailed the Syfy network telling them about
the ghost stories. He also said WKU was an
amazing place.
“It was like a little paranormal playground,”
Griffith said.
Schneider Hall, which houses the Gatton
Academy, was one stop on the Ghost Hunter’s
paranormal playground. Schneider is said to
be haunted by a girl who was killed by an axe
murderer.
Bowling Green senior Daniel Hood investigated the claims of the murder at Schneider
as part of his urban folklore class, but found
no evidence that it occurred.
“This particular tale actually has about three
to four variants and those are usually about
what the girl’s name was that was murdered
at the hall, how was she killed, then basically
how she haunts the place,” Hood said.
In Hood’s opinion, the story is more of a
SEE GHOST HUNTERS PAGE 2
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Van Meter plagued
with unexplained events
KAYLA SWANSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

auditorium and went back to what he
was doing, and when he looked again
there was nobody there,” she said.
Jeff Smith, technical director for Van
Meter, said he works in the building
late at night and has had several experiences with unexplainable things.
Smith said during the spring after

GHOST
HUNTERS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
legend. He did, however,
find the "Ghost Hunters" episode interesting.
“I thought it was pretty
fascinating, just what
they were looking for
and what they found
on that episode,” Hood

called “idle chit chat,”
but weren’t loud enough
for recorders to pick up.
Tamela Smith, manager of Interactive Video
Services at WKU, said
she is WKU’s “unofficial
ghost historian.” She has
collected information
on WKU’s ghost stories
since she first arrived
as a freshman years ago
and has led ghost tours
on campus.
Smith had a paranor-

As Smith got out keys
to unlock the door, she
and the other officer
heard a metallic, rattling
noise. The other officer
had seen the doorknob
move, she said.
“We watched the
doorknob move by itself,” Smith said.
The
two
officers
opened the door and
went in to investigate,
but there was no one in
the room and no windows were open.
“We couldn’t find anything to account for the
noises or the doorknob
moving,” Smith said.
In Potter, Griffith said
they had an even more
interesting reaction with
their equipment when
asking a spirit questions.
“We engaged with
something up there,”
Griffith said.
He said alarms went
off on their equipment
measuring temperature
and the electromagnetic
field directly in reponse
to their questions.
Griffith said this project was different because the team got to
investigate three different locations in just two
nights.
“It was unique in the
fact that we were able
to do a theater, a dorm
area, an office area — so
it kind of had a little bit
of everything for us,”
Griffith said.
While he said most of
the stories and claims at
WKU weren’t out of the
ordinary compared to
what the team usually
investigates, one stood
out.
“The claim of the visual of the girl with the axe
sticking out of her head
… you don’t really get
to hear that too often.”

One of the haunts that "Ghost Hunters" investigated for their episode on
WKU was in Van Meter Hall, where a
student or workman may be causing
havoc for people in the building.
Tamela Smith, manager of Interactive Video Services and Communication Technology, said while preparing
for The Atlantic Paranormal Society
arrival to campus, she found an article
from the Courier-Journal in the Kentucky Library about a student falling
through the skylight of Van Meter.
The article, which was published on
Sept. 3, 1918, said Bowling Green Business University student Henry Clegg
from Wadley, Ala., fell through a skylight while watching for an aviator to
arrive in Bowling Green.
Erika Brady, folk studies and anthropology professor, said some people
have reported hearing the footsteps of
the workman’s wife or the voice of his
young daughter, but said she is suspicious of the workman version of the
story.
“It’s a variant of a story that you hear
a lot in other parts of the country having to do with people being startled by
Van Meter Auditorium PROVIDED BY WKU ARCHIVES
the airplane and falling to their death,”
she said.
Brady said that version isn’t out of
said.
mal experience of her
the question, but she hasn’t seen any the Van Meter renovation, he decided
While the investigaown in Potter when it
documentation associated with it. She to take a quick nap in the green room
tors were in Schneider
before
fi
nishing
up
some
work.
was still a residence hall
said auditoriums and theater buildHall, Griffith said their
“The TV is on and I look up at the TV
and she was working as
ings are generally perceived as hauntequipment had intriguand there’s somebody in the theater,”
a police officer on camed.
ing reactions and fluctu- pus. She was showing
he said.
“The theater is
ations, particularly with another officer around
Smith said he
a temple to a bethe
electromagnetic the empty building over
saw
a
person
lief in things that
field.
bending
over,
a school break.
don’t exist,” she
looking at a seat
Griffith said there were
“We started hearing a
said.
near
one
of
the
interesting
shadows
in
knocking
noise coming
Smith
and
statues in the theSchneider as well, but from one of the rooms,
Brady said they
ater.
the investigators were so we went down to inhave had people
“I
thought
not able to document vestigate, and we found
come to them
‘What’s
somethat very well for the the room where it was
with stories of
body doing in the
show. He also said they coming from,” Smith
unexplained octheater this time
heard voices, which he said.
currences in Van
of night? All the
Meter.
doors are locked,
A former WKU
there’s not suppolice
officer
posed to be anytold Smith about
body in here,’” he
seeing someone
said.
going inside Van
Smith said the
Meter one night.
number
of people
The officer went
on
campus
when
in the building
Van
Meter
first
and heard footopened
might
steps and folcontribute to the
lowed them into
unexplained hapan office, but
penings in the
COURIER-JOURNAL
ARTICLE
couldn’t see anyPROVIDED BY WKU ARCHIVES
building.
one, Smith said.
“When
you
go
back
and look at all
“He goes in and looks around and
the
faces
of
all
those
people
who were
there’s nobody in there, and then he
in
this
building
that
had
such
high
hears the sounds back outside and rehopes, that had all their dreams, their
alizes there’s nobody there,” she said.
Brady said a musician with the WKU youth in front of them and you think
music department has also had an ex- back to how many thousands of peoperience in Van Meter while practicing ple that came through here and how
Snow on WKU's campus at Van Meter, Potter and Schneider halls
many people died at the time … who
piano late at night.
PROVIDED BY WKU ARCHIVES
“He saw someone in the back of the knows?” he said.

Crime reports
Reports
• Staff engineer Ronald Rizzo reported the front windshield broken out of a WKU van belonging
to the engineering department
on Nov. 28. The damage is estimated at $400.

• Khiry Laderrick Ridley reported he was approached and
threatened by an unknown subject outside of the Garret Conference Center Subway on Nov. 28.
• Bowling Green freshman Roy
Lewis, reported his backpack

stolen at Java City on Nov. 28.
The value of the stolen property
is estimated at $385.
• Hopkinsville senior Benjamin
Cherry, reported his backpack
and coat stolen from Grise Hall
on Nov. 27. The value of the

stolen property is estimated at
$545.
• Jorge Wellman, resident hall
director for Bates Runner and
McLean Halls, reported several
incidents of theft involving a
student worker on Nov. 26. The

value of the stolen property is
estimated at $110.
Arrests
• Police arrested junior Lloyd
Anthony Bartley, Pearce Ford
Tower, on a warrant out of Warren County on Nov. 29.

THankkss for your warm welcome!

panda express
is happily settled in!

miss the
crowd...

visit us for dinner
from 4 pm to 8 pm
even on sunday!
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AOPi hosts memorial
in honor of late sister

Russellville sophomore, center, Brooke Thomas was in the same pledge class with Lovett
in AOPi. "She was a good person, and people remember her for that," Thomas said. SAMMY JO HESTER/HERALD

CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Hundreds of lanterns lit up the clear
night sky over the Colonnade Wednesday, each one a prayer for Landon
Lovett.
Lovett, a member of Alpha Omicron
Pi sorority, died Nov. 20 as a result of
a head-on vehicle collision Memorial
Day weekend that left her in a medically induced coma.
It was a special night of prayer and remembrance for AOPi, who put on the
lantern-lighting ceremony.
Alex LeForge, president of AOPi, began the ceremony as hundreds of students, many of them Greeks, sat huddled together in the cold.
“She of whom we are remembering
here today has treasured us with an inspiring memory,” LeForge said. “No eulogy can praise her beyond the knowledge of her character and usefulness
that fills the hearts of her sisters.”
Corbin junior Jenna Partin, a member of AOPi, continued the service. She
remarked on how even though Lovett
was only a member of the sorority and
a student at WKU for one year, she left a
lasting impression.
“She was as beautiful on the inside as
she was on the out,” Partin said. “Her
smile was contagious, and she brightened everyone’s day … She was loving,
gracious and continually displayed
AOPi’s rituals and values. Landon was
our faith in times of struggle. We could
always find hope in her ability to make
people laugh.”
After a silent prayer, the lighting of the

lanterns began. One by one, the paper
lanterns were lit and slowly began to
rise through the night sky.
Several lanterns were swept away by
the wind into nearby trees, but the vast
majority continued to rise through the
air, eventually becoming indistinguishable from the stars speckled throughout the sky.
Each lantern was purchased individually for $5 or bought in a pack of five
at $3 per lantern by Greek organizations
or friends of Lovett. The money raised
will go to the Lovett family to help them
pay medical bills.
Louisville junior Melanie Anderson, a
member of AOPi, said that the organization has done numerous fundraisers
for the Lovett family, but that this one
was especially significant.
“It’s our way to bring closure to Landon,” she said.
Upton junior Micah Farmer, a member of Alpha Tau Omega fraternity, said
it was important for the Greek community to come together in support of one
another.
“You give a donation, and you come
together to remember someone special,” Farmer said. “I felt like it was the
right thing to do. We are all part of the
Greek community.”
LeForge, a Richmond senior, said the
lanterns were a great way to symbolize
Lovett’s life and a way to bring together
the entire WKU and Greek community.
“We didn’t want it to be all sad and
serious … That’s not how Landon was,”
LeForge said. “Landon was fun; she was
energetic. She was always making people laugh.”

HOUSING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
ing in PFT would get first priority over
incoming students to choose their new
home.
By realigning PFT, 12-month housing
and international students would also be
moved. Kuster said a specific building has
not been determined at this time.
“We will have a set building, possibly
multiple buildings, that will be open during the breaks,” he said.
PFT would also no longer have 24-hour
visitation on weekdays. Visitation hours
would be from 10 a.m. to midnight on
weekdays. Weekend visitation would
start from 10 a.m. Friday and end at midnight on Sunday, Kuster said.
The 27-story building houses nearly
860 residents on 23 floors, which would
require having 23 female residence assistants. Kuster assured that this wouldn’t
mean fewer RA positions for males.
“Nobody is going to lose their job,”
Kuster said. “We have enough openings for males to just be moved around.
It doesn’t mean a male won’t be a night
clerk or desk clerk.”

Housing capacity
Barnes: 384
Bates:147
Bemis: 384
Keen: 353
Ky. St. Apts: 72
Gilbert: 200
McCormack: 378
McLean: 120
Meredith: 188
Minton: 406
Northeast: 300
PFT: 860
Poland: 400
Rodes: 368
Southwest: 300
Zacharias: 206
Total: 5,066
source: wku.edu/housing
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Opinion
COLUMN

Rape, battery are not laughing matters
LINDSAY KRIZ
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

As is tradition, every morning I wake
up for school and turn off my phone
alarm. I then proceed to check any new
messages and all my social websites as
I let my mind ease into clarity.
On a particular morning last week I
checked Facebook through my phone,
and what I saw was alarming.
An Internet friend of mine, whom I respected and loved, had “liked” a status
from some random “comedic” website.
What the status said was, “The more I
listen to Rihanna, the less I blame Chris
Brown.” I just sat there and stared at
it. I was in shock. I respected this girl.
I thought she was for women’s rights
and was above this sort of humor that
degraded victims of assault.
When my mind eased out of the
shock, I rationalized everything wrong

with that statement, and how stupid it any sympathy regarding this situation.
is. I don’t even think I should have to At all. He (or she) who initiates the viospell it out, but here it goes:
lence will get no sympathy from me. Any
First off, the obvious: Rihanna clearly negative press, charges or other inquiries
wasn’t singing in the car. That
from investigators is well-demuch is obvious, so poking fun
served, and no fan of “Breezy”
at her sometimes shrill voice is
can tell me otherwise.
just ridiculous, irrelevant and
How about instead of
beyond stupid.
making Brown the innoSecondly, it doesn’t matter
cent man who was just in
what she screamed at him,
a fit of passion, we regard
what he said to her or any of the
Rihanna as a victim who
circumstances. Violence is not
has bounced back from
okay, in any form.
this horrific event? VictimI even knew a girl once who
blaming is wrong.
drunkenly told me and a group
And as I browsed through
KRIZ
of my friends that “maybe she
Tumblr, I saw another post
Columnist
was mouthing off,” which imthat caught my attention.
plies that she should’ve been
A person I was following
obedient and quiet in the first place, for unknown reasons reblogged a post
and suggests that she deserved it. That that said, “I’m ugly, so at least I won’t get
girl also lost my respect.
raped.” As if my rage wasn’t already palThirdly, Chris Brown doesn’t deserve pable, here we go again:

By saying you’re ugly so you won’t get
raped, you’re insinuating a person deserved to be raped because that person
is beautiful.
You’re insinuating that you’re OK with
the idea of a beautiful person being
raped, because you’re complacent in
the fact that you won’t be raped.
Rape is not about beauty, it’s about
power. I once saw a picture of a larger
girl who said that when she told someone she was raped, the person told her
she should be grateful that someone
wanted to have sex with her.
This is the kind of world we live in.
Before you think about making that
rape joke or being OK with rape or
violent lyrics or saying that your exam
“raped you” during finals week, just
take a second to think about what you’re
saying, and who you’re saying it to.
You never know a person’s real story,
so you might as well keep it to yourself.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Tops &
Bottoms

WKU mishandling parking this weekend

TOPS to WKU
being on
national TV.

I am greatly concerned and
upset due to the parking situation going on this weekend on
campus. Parking is already bad
enough, but when some of the
biggest parking lots are closed,
does this university expect all
students involved in this situation to just completely rearrange
their day and schedule to get to
class? Make the 10,000 football
fans use buses as transportation.
They don’t pay $90 to be able to
park a mile away.
All of the signs I’ve seen ask me
if I’m ready. Every time I read it, I

BOTTOMS to
being in bowl
game limbo…
again.

TOPS to the
WKU community
uniting during
tough times. BOTTOMS
to nowhere
to park on
campus.

say, “No, and neither is everyone
else.” In my opinion, this isn’t
the most logical solution. Some
professors have mercy and have
canceled their classes that day.
Not all professors are like that,
though.
I went ahead and explained to
my professor that I’m not about
to try to come to class on Friday
when I’m expected to just handle
the expected 10,000 people everywhere on campus, and park
on South Campus to take the bus
to this chaos. I do understand
WKU wanting to be a good host,

and they’ve tried to give students
caution to the situation, but it’s
not working. There are multiple
people that I’ve talked to who
don’t even know about what’s going on this weekend. So for future
reference, I hope that the transportation department keeps this
in mind: students have to get to
class, and shutting down parking
availability for us will not work.
Thank you for your time.

—Payton Barnes
Columbia junior
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FOR RENT
For rent: Clean three bedroom apt. near 13th
and Center. Close to Campus. $480 plus deposit.
No pets 846-2358

HELP WANTED
Part-time Law Clerk
Year round in personal injury law office.
Send resume and transcript to:
Attn: Law Clerk Position
607 E 10th Ave
Bowling Green, KY 42102

BUSINESS MANAGER
For PI Attorney.
BS degree or experience
in accounting/ medicare.
Students considered.
Full benefits. Resume &
transcript to
allyson@florastuart.com

High Powered Promotions
is seeking students to join
our production team.
We are looking for dynamic
people with these qualities:
Creativity
Leadership Skills
Set Design Skills
Script Writing Skills
Film Production Skills
Camera Operations Skills
Sound and Lighting Skills
Knowledge of all aspects of
commercial production
This is a paid position that
will build your resume for
future endeavors and could
possibly turn into a full
time position with High
Powered Promotions.
Contact HPP directly at
270.535.1693

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads,
especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College
Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

Across
1 Stroll
6 To-do
10 Bottle in a crib?
14 Cry near the sty
15 Aruba, for one
16 Muslim prayer leader
17 Impish chutzpah?
19 Enemy of un ratón
20 __-pitch
21 Capital of Spain?
22 Pennsylvania site of
the Crayola Factory
24 Royal handyman?
28 ‘90s trade pact
30 Agreeable
31 Geometry staple
32 Sign on for
another hitch
33 Airport near Forest
Hills, N.Y.
36 __ de gallo:
Mexican salsa
37 Core
39 Trash can scavenger
40 Legal ending
41 Wedding ring, e.g.
42 Watson of the PGA
43 Fads
45 Electron circuit
46 Betty Crocker’s empire?
50 Its components are
often bought separately
51 Come-__: teasers
52 “Gross!”
55 Zola title heroine
56 Watergate, notably?
60 Posting place
61 Dressage pace
62 Submission
63 Edible dessert container
64 Spanish medals or
metals
65 Valentine’s Day gif

Down
1 Threats to Indiana Jones
2 Work hard
3 Where a smash is
welcome
4 Island chain?
5 Test for pupils?
6 Baby book entries

7 Sch. with a pelican on
its official seal
8 Singer Green et al.
9 Fizzle
10 Idaho State’s conference
11 Valuable violin
12 A racer may pass it
13 Encircled by
18 CBS series with
regional spinoffs
23 50-and-up group
25 “Am __ late?”
26 Electromagnetic
induction discoverer
27 “Your turn to talk”
28 It’s hidden by a ponytail
29 Turning point
33 Influential
Washington group
34 Desert that borders
the Altai Mountains

35 Future doc’s subj.
37 Keep
38 Lover of Geraint
39 Short and not so sweet
41 Scourge
42 More domineering
43 Vegas hotel, with “the”
44 Snobs
46 “Hardball” network
47 1895-’96 __Ethiopian War
48 It might be in the
spotlight
49 Curry of “Today”
53 “Kiss Me, Kiss Me,
Kiss Me” band, with “The”
54 Ring jinglers
57 Damaged, as mdse.
58 Pencil game loser
59 Cat lead-in

Semi-official
countdown to
graduation:

15
days
You're almost there!
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Expert's Corner: Dissecting the fiscal cliff
A number of tax increases payroll tax will also increase
and spending cuts are set to hit from 13.3 percent to 15.3 perthe economy on Jan. 1, 2013. cent.
These collective taxes and
One in five taxpayers will
spending changes are known become subject to the Alteras the fiscal cliff. In reality, native Minimum Tax, which
there is no singular fiscal cliff limits people’s use of popular
but rather a set of
deductions for things
taxing and spending
such as charitable
decisions that Congiving or home mortgress and President
gage interest.
Barack Obama may
Many
specific
or may not choose to
tax cuts will vanconfront.
ish. These include
Unless politicians
the enhanced dedecide
otherwise,
pendent and child
the following $400
care credits, the
billion ($3,700 per
enhanced
adophousehold) worth of
tion
credit,
some
of
STROW
tax increases will hit WKU professor the earned income
the economy in Jancredit, the enhanced
uary:
student loan interest
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If Washington has succeeded in anything the past
year, it is exacerbating my inner cynic. The issues of
our economy, budget and recovery are a thin veil
over political maneuvering, pointing fingers and
ideological walls. The fiscal cliff exemplifies everything that is wrong with the government. It says,
in effect, “If we cannot agree, nobody gets what
they want, and the people we represent lose.” – the
equivalent of a mom threatening her kids that if they
can’t share the toy it will be put on top of the fridge.

GRADES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Dodds responded to Emslie’s
email regarding the new proposed
grading system.
In the email exchange, Dodds said
the proposal was well-received, but
raised concerns.
“I have spoken in passing with
several individuals who work in
graduate/professional advising at
WKU, and they stated that this proposal could in fact make students
more competitive,” Dodds said.
Emslie responded saying: “Many
other quality schools have a plusminus system (albeit with the minuses). And, as you suggest, the appearance of B+ rather than B grades
could actually help an applicant.”
Mac McKerral, university chair of
the Faculty Senate, said versions of
this proposal have been seen before.
“The faculty had signed off on the
plus-minus, and they sent that rec-

Federal
spending as
a % of GDP
KEY

Source: Congressional Budget Office,
Historical Budget Data

cent, up from the current rate
of 35 percent on estates worth
more than $5.12 million.
The long-term capital gains
tax rate will increase from 15
percent to 20 percent (23.8
percent for high-income earners courtesy of the Affordable
Care Act). Some small business tax deductions will disappear, and the tax on dividends
will go from 15 percent to be
taxed as ordinary income.
Unless politicians decide
otherwise, $102 billion worth
of spending cuts will automatically hit in January. Emergency unemployment compensation spending will be
cut by $26 billion. Payments
to doctors who see Medicare
patients will see their reimbursement cut by $11 billion,
and the $65 billion sequester
(across the board spending
cuts) will kick in.
The Real Fiscal Cliff
In 2012, the federal government spent $3.5 trillion but
only collected $2.4 trillion in
taxes. That put the federal

budget deficit over $1 trillion
for the fourth straight year. The
U.S. national debt now stands
at $16.3 trillion. Allowing
the entire fiscal cliff to occur
would not even cut the budget
deficit in half, much less balance the federal budget.
If $500 billion is a fiscal cliff,
what is a $86.8 trillion bill
called? That’s the unfunded liability in Medicare ($42.8 trillion), Social Security ($20.5
trillion) and federal worker

18.2%

pensions ($23.5 trillion). Without serious entitlement reform, the
Jan. 1 fiscal
cliff will look like a mole hill.
Spending is not free. It has to
be paid for. Avoiding painful
tax increases and spending
cuts now will only bring even
more fiscal pain in the future.
Just look at Greece.
Dr. Brian Strow is the WKU
BB&T Professor of the Study
of Capitalism.

Budget surplus
(+), deficit (-)
as a % of GDP

20.8%
24.1%

2.4%
-3.2%
-8.7%

2000 2008 2012

For this week's full face off on the fiscal cliff,
visit wkuherald.com
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ommendation off to the previous
provost, and she didn’t support it,”
he said.
McKerral said this grading system
proposal isn’t new, but it’s different.
“This version has no minuses,” he
said. “Which I think the rationale
behind that is it addresses the concerns of students that said it could
jeopardize their chances of getting
into graduate school because of the
impact that it might have on GPA.”
He said the logic behind the proposal makes sense.
“If we’re going to use a system, it
has to be consistent throughout,
and everyone has to use it,” he said.
McKerral said he thinks this proposal is a positive modification and
is on the agenda for the Senate Executive Committee meeting.
He said students can’t lose with
this system.
“You’re either going to get a normal, traditional grade, or you’re
going to get a little bit better, but
you’re not going to get nicked,” he
said.

BOATENG

HIP-HOP
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

banned officially, you’re
challenging people to
come up with a reason that it should stay
around,” he said. “So the
hope was to gather students next Tuesday to a
rally and talk about why
we think hip-hop is important.”
Lonas said after some
debate in his class, they
decided creating public
outrage would be the best
way to drum up support
for their rally.
“It was a class effort,” he
said.
The idea was to have the
hoax take a “slow burn”
approach, slowly ramping
up public opinion.
Instead, it fizzled out as
soon as it was lit.

In May, a group of archaeologists found a Mayan
calendar that revealed that doomsday won’t happen
this December. While the world will avoid catastrophe come December 21, our economy may not
escape crashing down a “fiscal cliff” if our Congressional leaders can’t make some quick compromises
on spending cuts and taxes. At least that is what
news outlets continue harping. What’s the problem?
There are several tax cuts that will expire at the end
of this year if Congress doesn’t extend them.

If anyone in Lonas’ class
is upset over how quickly
the explosion of tweets
saying the university
would ban hip-hop music
ended, they may be able
to blame assistant professor Lloren Foster.
Foster, who teaches
the class, sent an email
to WKU administration
Wednesday
warning
them that the hoax was
for a class.
“It has nothing to do
with WKU implementing
a policy,” Foster said in the
email to WKU officials, but
“everything to do with the
AFAM 490 student population creating the illusion
for the final project.”
Foster also said the he
hoped the hoax would
garner student participation in addressing “hiphop as a shaper of our
society.”
Foster did not have a

comment for this story.
Bob Skipper, director of
Media Relations, said his
department received the
email but was caught offguard by how quickly the
story picked up.
In the email, Foster said
the hoax would occur next
Tuesday.
Lonas, who didn’t send
the first tweet about the
hoax, was asleep during
most of Wednesday’s firestorm because of a cold.
He said didn’t know until
after WKU’s official Twitter
account published a tweet
debunking the hoax that
the email had been sent.
He said his class would
have to figure out what
to do now that the hoax is
public knowledge.
But he said that the class
would still have the rally
Tuesday in Mass Media
and Technology Hall auditorium at 3:30 p.m.

Exonerated death row inmate speaks on 17-year battle for innocence

A man freed after 12
years on death row came
to WKU to talk about his
innocence and give his
perspective on the death
penalty earlier this week.
Randy Steidl told a
packed audience his
story, from his wrongful
conviction of murder to
his death sentence and
17 years of prison time.
For 12 of those years, he
was on death row.
“How many of you here
have ever been accused
of something you didn’t
do?” he asked with most

of the audience raising
their hands.
Steidl explained how
much it hurts to be accused of something you
didn’t do.
Talking about his trial,
Steidl explained about
how his family reacted
to his situation. Steidl’s
brother — a state police
officer — told Steidl that
if he confessed, the prosecutor wouldn’t seek the
death penalty.
Steidl’s brother told
him, “They don’t arrest
people who aren’t guilty.”
He said hearing those
words from his own
brother was like a “dag-

ger through the heart.”
justice system completely.
Steidl also talked about
“My faith in authorthe moment he heard
ity was gone at that very
the jury’s guilty vermoment,” he said.
dict and how badly he
Steidl’s son went to
wanted
go live
to hear
with
the words
family
My faith in
“not
authority was gone memguilty.”
bers
at that very moment.
He said
while
— Randy Steidl
when the
Steidl
Wrongfully convicted man
verdict
was in
was read,
prison.
he heard his mother
The day after his verdict
wailing behind him.
was read, the sentencing
“I never will forget that was given. He received
sound as long as I live,” the death penalty.
Steidl said.
“I went from the comHe said with that ver- forts of my home to
dict, he lost faith in the death row in 97 days,”

“

“

TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

he said.
Despite many appeals
and new evidence found
throughout his stay in
prison and on death row,
it took years of work before Steidl was taken off
death row and then out
of prison completely.
Steidl said he believes if
you really want to punish
someone, lock them up
to spend the rest of their
lives in prison to think
about the crimes they
committed. He said life
in prison doesn’t carry
the same risk as killing
an innocent person.
“You can release an innocent man from prison,

but you can’t release him
from his grave,” Steidl
said.
Paducah freshman Rebecca Fountain said she
thought the event was
really interesting, adding that she was able to
shape an opinion on the
death penalty.
“Now that I hear his
story, I really do think
that it needs to be looked
into,” Fountain said.
Louisville junior Kyle
Williams thought Steidl’s
talk really said a lot about
his character.
“It’s breathtaking what
he had to go through,”
Williams said.
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WKU alum launches retro-themed business
CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

It might just be a gamer’s paradise.
Upon entering the store, you are hit
with a wave of nostalgia, of glory days
long gone but certainly not forgotten.
It’s a place where shelves upon
shelves, boxes upon boxes are filled to
the brim with classic video games for
just about every video game console
imaginable, from the Atari 2600 to the
Nintendo GameCube.
Welcome to NintendosForSale, a
Bowling Green business specializing
in retro video games and consoles
founded by WKU graduate Daniel
Moore.
“I’ve always been interested in vintage gaming,” Moore said. “You always
tend to go towards what you are interested in, and if you can make a career
out of it, then that’s great.”
Moore has come a long way since
graduating in 2003 with a business
management degree.
Fresh out of school, Moore first
worked for Dell in Nashville and later
at Commonwealth Health Corporation in Bowling Green. He quickly
learned it wasn’t to his liking and decided he would rather do something
he enjoyed, even if it meant financial
insecurity.
“I painted in college,” Moore said. “I
said, ‘You know, this corporate stuff’s
not for me. Even if I have to paint full
-time and be in business for myself, I’ll
do that while I figure out what else I can
do.’”
He created a painting company in
town. On the side, he also began selling
third-party video game consoles — systems that play old Nintendo games but
aren’t manufactured by Nintendo — on
eBay for extra money.
“It’s pretty competitive,” Moore said.
“Price is pretty much the only competitive factor (on eBay).”
Moore began looking at a way to distinguish himself from the competition,
and an idea began to formulate.
“If I can sell these systems, why not
sell the original systems?” Moore said.
“If I can learn how to fix those up, people prefer those over the third-party

ones. You want exactly what you played
when you were a kid or when you were
younger. You want that exact same feeling… If I could offer them those consoles and then also offer every game
available, I thought I might have something there.”
He bought the domain name Nintendosforsale.com to sell his products in
2007. Business has been booming ever
since.
An online-only store until earlier this

1,”2 and 3 as well as the Nintendo 64.
Moore said the store is about one console generation behind. Though some
PlayStation 3 and Xbox 360 games can
be found, they don’t stock the newest
releases for the systems.
“We don’t want to compete with Best
Buy, Wal-Mart, GameStop — we just
can’t,” he said. “GameStop doesn’t have
half the stuff we have.”
Hunt and other employees like Nate
Hilliard test every game before it’s

WKU alumnus Daniel Moore, of Kansas City, Mo., stands among his video game collection in the basement of his store, NintendosForSale. Moore has been selling vintage video games and systems since 2007. IAN MAULE/HERALD
year, a physical store located on Campus Plaza Court is now open for walk-in
business. Moore said while the location
isn’t great, he views it as a steppingstone for the business.
Stephen Hunt, the operations manager of the store, said the store typically
receives around 20 orders a day in the
summer from all around the country
and sometimes internationally.
During the holidays, however, is a different story.
“In December for the last couple of
weeks, we will be doing over 100 a day,”
Hunt said. “It gets pretty crazy.”
Some of the store’s best sellers are an
original Nintendo Entertainment System bundled with “Super Mario Bros.

shipped out to the customer.
“It’s a lot of fun,” Hilliard said as he
talked with Hunt. “We have to test the
games, and sometimes we get carried
away testing them.”
“It’s true,” Hunt said. “We try and set
speed records in ‘Super Mario.’”
Hunt said working in the store has
given him a whole new perspective on
gaming.
“It’s kind of ridiculous how broad
my game knowledge has got since I’ve
worked here,” he said. “People will just
call in and be like, ‘I’m looking for this
game; it’s got this boss who does this,’
and if I don’t know it, I will look it up. I
have a really broad view of the gaming
industry as a whole, where it’s come

from… I really enjoy it.”
Hilliard said since working at the
store, he’s been surprised by the number of people who are still into playing
retro video games.
“It’s crazy, the number of people who
want to collect stuff just because they
had it when they were a kid,” he said.
“The whole nostalgia is still there. It’s
pretty rampant.”
It’s a job that definitely sounds like all
fun and games, though the majority of
time any given day at the store is spent
processing orders and then packaging and labeling boxes for shipment.
Moore said he gets jokes about his job
all the time.
“A lot of my friends make jokes —
they say I just play video games all day
long,” Moore said with a laugh.
He wishes he had more time to play,
but the now-married 33-year-old with
three kids said he maybe squeezes
in a couple hours of play time each
month.
It’s a stark contrast to his younger
days, when Moore said he would
spend all night playing games like
“Tecmo Super Bowl” with friends, the
first game to feature real NFL teams
and players in a game. Some of his
other old-school favorites include the
side-scrolling shooter “Contra,” “Mike
Tyson’s Punch-Out!” and “Super Mario Bros. 3.”
Moore said his wife is fine with him
devoting his life to selling what many
still consider to be children’s toys.
“Flexible schedule, making good
money — we think of it as a blessing,”
Moore said.
That being said, Moore said when his
wife’s girlfriends ask what her husband
does, she simply tells them he owns a
video game website.
Despite the jokes, owning his own
business has always been Moore’s
dream, and he’s happy it’s in an area he’s
passionate about.
“It’s something different,” Moore said.
“You can play ‘Halo’ now, or ‘Black Ops.’
I don’t know what it is about playing a
game you played when you were a certain age, even if the graphics aren’t as
good. It’s hard to explain the feeling it
gives you.”
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Diversions
CHIC CHICKS

l labbie
is for

Student workers maintain computer centers
MACIENA JUSTICE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Monta Reinfelde, Zirconia Alleyne and Amber Plunkett JABIN BOTSFORD/HERALD

Cold weather calls
for trendy jackets
AMBER PLUNKETT
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

It’s officially cold-weather time, my
friends.
Mother Nature has played some evil
tricks on us so far this season and teased
us with a warm Thanksgiving break, but
I think it’s safe to say we can no longer
walk outside sans jacket. Let’s hope that
speed walking to class will warm us up.
The good news is that you’ll be sure to
find a jacket or a coat that not only keeps
you warm, but expresses your personality and is trendy all at the same time.
Feeling tough and going for an edgy
look one day? Grab a dark-colored, moto-inspired leather jacket. Trendy colors
for the season are dark grays and oxblood reds.
If you’re the on the opposite end of that
spectrum, you can find extremely classic and ladylike coat styles on the racks
right now.
Look for structured tweed coats with
classic accents like shaped collars and
gold buttons. Think Kate Middletonesque coats that taper at your natural
waistline.
For those of you who live a more glamorous lifestyle, animal-print faux fur
jackets are the ones for you. Solid colors, like white or black, will be versatile
throughout your wardrobe and for years
to come.
If you’re not ready to give up the playful qualities of bright summery colors,
you will be pleased to hear that you can
still find great jackets and coats in your
favorite bright color palettes.
When it comes to the fit of your jacket,
make sure it’s not too snug across your
back and in between your shoulder
blades. Shopping tip: buy your jacket
a size larger than you would a normal
blouse so it will fit comfortably over
chunky sweaters and multiple layers.
Whatever cold-weather trick Mother
Nature pulls from her sleeve next, at
least you’ll be prepared with on-trend
jackets.

THE REEL

'Lincoln' a refreshing
dose of history

Ben Conniff JABIN BOTSFORD/HERALD

“”

As the credits
rolled I felt
moved and now
admire Lincoln
even more for the
work he did for
our country.
For Conniff 's full review,
visit us at wkuherald.com

Maintaining the status quo in the
computer lab means keeping the
printers running and eliminating distractions. For labbies, that means sitting at the desk until something goes
wrong.
Utica sophomore Adam Gilbert started working in the Snell, Grise and Mass
Media and Technology halls computer
labs at the start of this semester.
Gilbert is in the Honors program
as a computer science major. His
girlfriend, Kankakee, Ill., sophomore
Alyssa Born, said he was the reason
she passed college algebra.
Born said any time she needs assistance in the lab, he is her go-to guy.
Adam Gilbert, a labbie in Mass Media, said the best part of the job is “being able to
“When it comes to math and comput- get all my homework done and actual work done.” SETH FISCHER/HERALD
ers, he’s incredibly intelligent,” she said.
Gilbert applied for a lab position be- Cook, who is also a labbie, said the ally plays video games on his laptop.
“I’ve been watching ‘Office Space’
cause he wanted to be able to work on amount of commotion depends on
recently,” he said.
campus. The lab position allows him the lab.
“It gets busier at the end of the year,”
In his free time, Gilbert likes to hang
to interact with people “even if it’s just
Cook said. “People pretty much po- out with his friends. They usually play
a computer problem,” he said.
board games and watch movies.
His duties include keeping the lice themselves.”
Gilbert’s schedule is similar to
Cook works at the lab in Thompson
printers working and troubleshooting
Complex and has known Gilbert since Cook’s, so when he isn’t working in
any problems.
“It’s probably the best job I’ll ever seventh grade. He said his roommate the lab or in class, they’re competing
in “Halo” and “Call of Duty.”
is very studious.
have,” he said.
Born said her boyfriend is fun to be
“He works hard to
Gilbert said his job is
to
maintain his scholarships,” around, so people flock to him.
laid back and stress free.
from
“When it comes to his circle of
Cook said.
“It’s a nice break from the
Each Friday, the College
Monitoring a com- friends, he’s the one entertaining
stress of school,” he said.
When it comes to dis- Heights Herald brings you puter lab can become mo- them all,” she said.
a story inspired by a letter
Cook said Gilbert is outgoing and a
notonous, so in order to
ruptions like loud music
of the alphabet.
pass the time Gilbert works very goofy guy.
or talking, there’s not a
“He’s not the kind of person you get
on his homework, watches
lot he has to do.
Beaver Dam sophomore Harrison TV shows and movies, and occasion- sick of,” Cook said.

AZ

WKU

ADVENTURES IN PINTEREST
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Up Girls 7 layers of delicious

CAITLIN HERRINGTON
EDITOR@WKUHERALD.COM

At Thanksgiving, what always comes first?
Well, usually breakfast,
but if you’re not thinking
about food, it’s family.
That “family first” mentality is exactly why I bribed my
momma into joining me on
this Pin Up adventure.
Last year, I ran across the
“Ultimate S’mores Cake”
and promptly begged
Momma to make it for my
birthday. She cut a few corners, but it didn’t matter —
I was hooked.
So, over break, we gave it
another shot. Guess what?
Still fantastic.
The basic concept of this
cake is wonderful layered
with delicious. Are you
ready for this?
Brownie
Marshmallow frosting
Chocolate chip cookie
Marshmallow frosting
Cheesecake
Chocolate frosting
Graham crackers
Chocolate frosting
Cheesecake
Marshmallow frosting
Chocolate chip cookie
Marshmallow frosting
Brownie
Chocolate fr
frosting
g

The original recipe calls
for homemade everything.
Because that would take
all day, Momma and I took
a few liberties — mostly
in the form of pre-packed
goods. Instead of making
our own cookie dough and
brownie batter, we turned
to my good friends Duncan
Hines and Pillsbury.
We made the cheesecake
and marshmallow icing
from scratch, though. Mom
used her own chocolate
frosting recipe because the
original one requires three
sticks of butter. We thought
that was a little extreme, so
we compromised with two.
The key to this dessert is
working in phases. This was
especially true for us because we had Thanksgiving
in Alabama. So, Mom made
the chocolate icing in Kentucky, we made the cheesecake on Wednesday night,
and we baked and assembled the rest on Thursday.
We also planned ahead
and brought extra cake
pans. This allowed us to
bake more at once, which
really expedited the process.
The basic baking format is
as follows:
Coat the pan with nonstick spray, put parchment
paper in it (you’ll need to
cut it into a circle, just trace
the bottom of the pan),
spray that, then pour half
your batter in.
Once everything has been
baked, assembly is pretty

Tessa Duvall (left) and Caitlin Herrington DEMETRIUS
FREEMAN/HERALD

easy. Follow the pattern
above and you’re good to
go. The hardest part is honestly breaking the graham
crackers to fit them in a
circle. If you enjoy puzzles,
you'll like this part a lot
more than I did.
The pre-packaged mixes
really helped us. If you have
the time, the homemade
version is probably a little
bit sweeter — if you can
handle it.
Here’s what my momma
had to say about her second
seven-layered adventure:
“I cannot imagine making the whole thing from
scratch, as it was time consuming using pre-packaged
mixes. It helped having four
pans the correct size so that
I could bake two things at
once.
So, I didn’t follow all the
Pinterest recipe to the let-

ter, but the end result is the
same — a delightful and delicious cake.”
I’ll let y’all in on a small secret. The first time she made
it, the cheesecake was left
out entirely. We included
it this time, and mom said
it added a little extra moisture that she thought really
helped the whole cake. To
me, it was an awkward texture and I could have done
without."
If you include cheesecake,
remember to refrigerate
this masterpiece and let it
sit at room temperature for
about 30 minutes before
you serve it — you won’t
be able to slice through all
seven layers otherwise.
Tessa will return next
week to wrap up the semester of Pin Up Girls with
a little holiday cheer.
Happy Pinning!
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'Signing Santa' offers
unique opportunity
ANNA ANDERSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

This Saturday, deaf and hard-of-hearing children
will be able to do something they don’t normally get
a chance to do — tell Santa Claus what they want for
Christmas.
WKU’s American Sign Language Organization is hosting a “Signing Santa” event at the Skate Box on Three
Springs Road.
Between roller-skating, eating pizza and opening
present-filled stockings, children will be able to sit on
Santa’s lap and use sign language to give their Christmas lists.
“We made it our goal to find a Santa that knew all the
languages,” Holly Bean, president of WKU ASLO, said.
Four years ago, ASLO put on the first “Signing Santa,”
and ASLO’s faculty sponsor Ashley Fox said about six or
seven children from the Bowling Green area attended
with their families. Last year, Fox said there were more
than 20 children there from as far away as Nashville and
Glasgow.
She said children often return from year to year, even
if they are too old to sit on Santa’s lap. Many deaf or
hard-of-hearing children go to school in regular classrooms and may not get to meet other kids like them,
except at events like this.
“It’s a good opportunity for them to socialize,” she
said.
But for some, it’s never too late to sit on Santa’s lap. Fox
also said that at the first event, some adults signed their
lists to Santa because they’d never been able to before.
The event is primarily geared toward the deaf or
hard- of-hearing, but anyone who is interested in learning about deaf culture is welcome to attend.
The free event will be held at the Skate Box, 506 Three
Springs Road, from 10 a.m. to noon.

SGA, ERC collaborate for iPad program
QUICHE MATCHEN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Government Association and Educational Resources Center have collaborated to unveil a new iPad-lending
program.
The program is designed to
give students, faculty and staff
the opportunity to use the iPad
to use test prep applications,
such as ones for the MCAT.
Roxanne Spencer, associate
professor and coordinator of
the resources center, said SGA
approached them wanting to
have iPads available in ERC.
“They wanted to have iPads
available with test prep materials and wanted to do a pilot
project with the ERC which we
were very happy about,” Spencer said. “It was a very new
thing where we were like, ‘How
are we going to do this so we’re
OK with copyright and iPad requirements and still make them
available and useful?’”
Keyana Boka, executive vice
president for SGA, said she attended the meeting last year
with ERC to start the iPad program.
“We purchased the iPads but
couldn’t start the program because the iPads had to be secure,” Boka said.
Spencer said it took a little
time to get the program off the
ground because of security pro-

tocol to prevent someone from
jail-breaking the iPad.
“If you lend an item that is devised for individual use like the
iPad, when you’re leaving them
out in a library setting, it requires
a little more attention to security
and what materials should or
could be loaded onto them,” she
said.
Spencer said the checkout
process is simple.
“You check it out almost like
you check out a book, it has a
bar code on it, but it has to stay
in house,” Spencer said. “In essence, it’s a tablet for test prep
study, and that’s something
SGA was excited about.”
Spencer has talked with Cain
Alvey, SGA’s administrative vice
president, about the program.
“We talked about the iPad
program that we bought the
iPads for and how they’re working with that,” Alvey said.
He said students can only
check out the iPad for two
hours but can bring it back to
the front, and if there is no one
waiting to use it, they can check
it out for two more hours.
“Students have to stay in
the ERC to use it," Alvey said.
"They’re looking at growing
that to take it to a class or have
it longer, but with the program’s
infancy, they’re wanting to keep
it the way it is until they find out
how to keep things going.”
Alvey said he thinks this pro-

gram is a very helpful study
tool, and he’s pretty content
with what the program has to
offer.
“ERC is a great resource for
students across campus,” Alvey
said. “Supplying that resource
center with different items can
only help the students at WKU
having the iPads there, because
we’re in a digital age. It will help
them with their tests and projects they’re working on.”
Spencer said there are only
two iPads, but if the program is
successful, then they might get
more.
“This program makes accessibility to library collections just
another opportunity for students to access materials that
basically have been purchased
by WKU libraries; apps and the
iPads are a donation from SGA,”
she said. “We can give student
patrons and faculty and staff
patrons the opportunity to use
new technology.”
Spencer said the iPads are
ready to go and that they’ve got
all the I’s dotted and T’s crossed.
She said she hopes students
take advantage of the new technology opportunity.
“I do hope students come
here, check them out, use them
here, get what they can out of
them and let us know what
kinds of other materials and
apps they would like to have,”
she said.

South Campus bookstore opens Friday, food court may reopen
TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

After months without a food
court and limited food options, things are looking up for
South Campus.
Gary Meszaros, assistant
vice president of Auxiliary
Services, said the bookstore
at South Campus, where the
students can get sandwiches,
will now be open on Fridays
from at least 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
for the remainder of the fall
semester.
Meszaros also said he and

Tim Colley, dining services
director, recently met to discuss possible options for a
food court to be opened in the
spring semester.
“Tim and I met and have an
idea for next semester involving using students in business
and hospitality classes to operate the food court on a limited
basis,” Meszaros said.
Meszaros said they plan
to contact Students in Free
Enterprise and Hospitalities
Management to see if their
students would be interested
in working at a smaller scaled

food court.
However, he said this idea is
in the preliminary stages.
One possibility, if the idea is
implemented, is that the students could get class credit
for running the food court,
Meszaros said.
He said the students could
get paid as well.
The idea of extending bookstore hours to open on Fridays
so students could access the
food options there every day
really caught his attention he
said.
The idea was proposed at a

meeting regarding the closing of the South Campus food
court earlier in the semester.
“If they have that many
people there … needing food
on Friday, we want to make
sure we meet those needs,”
Meszaros said.
Trish Jaggers, a full-time instructor at South Campus, said
she’s glad the bookstore will remain open on Fridays so students can eat on campus.
“They need to have access
to something to eat besides
candy bars out of a vending
machine,” Jaggers said.

She also said she hopes they
will continue to work on a food
court option for next semester.
While she is grateful the bookstore will be open on Fridays,
she said no one is satisfied
with the food being offered at
the bookstore.
“It’s offering bad food one
extra day of the week,” Jaggers
said.
She also said she wants students to have more options.
“I would be very much in
support of any option that
they can bring out that has hot
food, fresh food,” she said.

SPORTS BRIEFS: MEN, WOMEN FACE TROY
FOR DOUBLEHEADER
Fresh off a Thursday
doubleheader
against
Louisiana-Monroe, WKU’s
men and women’s basketball teams will go to
Troy for their next Sun
Belt Conference games.
The Lady Toppers face
Troy at 5:15 p.m. Saturday. The Toppers will follow at 7:30. Both games
can be seen on WKYU
and ESPN3.
In men’s basketball,
the Trojans finished 1018 last season, including
5-11 in the Sun Belt but
return three starters and
several key bench contributors from last year.
Troy beat WKU in both
meetings last year
Guards Emil Jones and
Hunter Williams have
been Troy’s top players
this season. Williams averages 11.7 points per
game, while Jones leads
the team with six re-

bounds per game.
Troys women started
this year 1-3.
Going into the team’s
game Thursday night
against Arkansas LittleRock, five Lady Trojans
were averaging between
11.0 and 13.0 ppg.
WKU’s basketball doubleheader in Monroe,
La., against ULM was
played after the Herald’s
press deadline. Log on
to wkuherald.com for recaps of both games.
Swimming, diving
compete in Ohio
WKU’s swimming and
diving team is closing
out its fall semester this
weekend at the 19th annual Miami (Ohio) Invitational in Oxford, Ohio.
The competition began
Thursday and will continue this weekend.

INDOOR
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
like Chebet and Mokone have already
finished the cross country season,
many of WKU’s track and field athletes
will see their first competition of the
year next weekend.
“(Junior sprinter) Marcus Winstead
will be a big and immediate contributor
for us this season,” Jenkins said. “He has
had two strong track seasons so far, and
we look for him to have even a stronger
third.”
Another name to keep in mind is
sophomore jumper Cyrus Johnson,
who has faith in the direction the coaching staff has the team moving in.
“This year, the coaching staff prepared
more than just a team, they are preparing NCAA champions,” Johnson said.
The Lady Topper track squad will have
to look to new standouts after the de-

WKU will be looking
for another strong performance from sophmore Allie Duff, who has
earned Sun Belt Swimmer of the Week honors
twice this year.
Live stats will be available via MURedHawks.
com.

Memorial service for
Towery taking place
Saturday

A memorial service for
WKU's Carlisle Towery
will be held at 1 p.m. Saturday at Myers Funeral
Home in Marion.
Towery, who earned
men’s basketball AllAmerica honors in 1940
and 1941, died Sunday at
his home in Marion. He
was 92.
- Herald Staff

partures of thrower Monteka Flowers
and jumper Jade Nimmo.
Sophomore Karleigh Parker may be
able to fill the shoes. Parker set and reset the WKU record books in her first
year, ultimately placing the pole-vault
record at 12-1.5.
Parker’s record mark came at the Sun
Belt Indoor Championships, finishing
second and gaining All-Sun Belt honors.
“The coaching staff is doing a tremendous job preparing us,” Parker said.
“They pushed us very hard both in the
weight room and running workouts.”
Once competition picks back up, the
Toppers have a busy schedule. They
have eight competitions standing between them and the Sun Belt Championships on Feb. 23.
“We are going to take advantage of our
strengths, take the competition meet by
meet and do everything we can to be
successful in the conference championship,” Jenkins said.
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OPTIONS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
State, C-USA and an announcement that day.
For the second time in
one day, some fans frustrated by 30 years in the
Sun Belt saw a chance out.
But alas, there was no
announcement, and the
Toppers finished the day
in the same place they’d
been for the last three decades — the good old Fun
Belt.
Now comes a major
decision time for Ransdell, Stewart, the Board of
Regents and others who
make such decisions —
stay the Sun Belt course
or go to another league,
probably the C-USA or
Mid-American
Conference?
The overwhelming circumstances show staying
in the Sun Belt probably
isn’t too viable an option
for the league.

Ransdell was instrumental in Karl Benson’s
selection this spring as
new Sun Belt commissioner, and there’s no
doubt that he feels a sense
of loyalty to Benson and to
the league.
But without MTSU, FAU
and the two schools that
left the Sun Belt for C-USA
this spring, North Texas
and Florida International,
the Sun Belt has lost nearly
half its base of established
FBS programs.
In their places are
schools like Texas State,
Georgia State and potentially others that are making the tricky transition
from FCS to FBS.
I’d doubt the Toppers
would want to sit in a
league next to several
teams with little chance of
national relevance in the
coming years if other options are out there.
That, among other factors, means WKU is in a
better position in C-USA

WKU's Jack Doyle runs after a catch against Middle Tennessee
State earlier this month. The Blue Raiders and Florida Atlantic announced Wednesday they were leaving the Sun Belt for Conference-USA. IAN MAULE/HERALD

or the MAC.
Between those two, it
would make more geographical sense for the
Toppers to join the Sun
Belt exodus and head
south to C-USA rather
than north to the MAC.
But in an unstable era of
college athletics, the MAC
does offer more stability.
The midwestern league
currently fields 13 teams.
One more team — and of
current FBS members that
could be poached, WKU is
the most well-positioned
geographically — would
make it an even 14.
Unlike the C-USA, which
not too long ago had plans
to merge with the Mountain West Conference and
form a 24-team super
league, the MAC doesn’t
seem to have any visions
of super conference grandeur.
Of course, a move to a
cold weather league might
not be too popular with
fans used to road trips to
warmer, sunnier locales.
No matter what WKU
does, there will be benefits
and drawbacks.
Right now, it seems like
all three moves — staying
put, going to C-USA when
it moves to 16 or joining
the MAC — are all available options.
And while a lot of people
want something to happen right this second,
WKU is probably making the right move by not
jumping to a rash decision
on the matter.
While it didn’t happen
Wednesday, it’s starting to
look more apparent that
WKU’s day to leave the
Sun Belt is coming.

at all that they’re a really good team.”
Both teams are dealing with lengthy
travels for the game.
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
LMU drives six hours from Los Angeles
to Palo Alto, while the Lady Toppers spent
several hours in an airplane Wednesday
Black said. “Our systems are very differ- flying thousands of miles west.
ent.
In an effort for his team to avoid jet lag,
“Our defensive systems are different, Hudson’s WKU squad left early Wednesbut I did see that we have a similar type day morning to adjust to the two-hour
of set up in our middle hitters. They really set back.
buy into what (Hudson) wants them to
“If you arrive at seven or eight o’clock
do, and they’ve obviously had some suc- out there, you think that’s a decent arrival
cess with it.”
time, but that’s 11 o’clock here,” Hudson
The winner of that match will play at said. “We need our team to have the op9 p.m. CT Saturday
portunity to kind of
against the winner
get their feet under
of No. 2 Stanford
them and be ready
They're going to be
and Jackson State.
to play.”
battle-tested, and
Hudson said the
Black sees no adfact that LMU (18- they've seen high-level vantage to his team
12) comes from the
traveling within the
competitive West play everyday, and that
won't be something state while the Lady
Coast Conference
Toppers have flown
should give the Lithat worries them.
cross-country.
ons
confidence
— Hudson
“I think they’re goheading into the
Volleyball coach
ing to come ready to
match.
play,” Black said. “I
“One of the differences is in their
know
they’re
going
to
be excited to play
league, you’ll look at their record and
over
here.
I
think
they’re
going to focused
think they’re a marginal team, but they’re
in a league that sent six teams to the and ready to play like you would expect
NCAA Tournament this year,” Hudson any team to be.”
Hudson said the key for the Lady Topsaid. “They’re going to be battle-tested,
and they’ve seen high-level play every- pers is to stay focused on their own game
day, and that won’t be something that and not overlook LMU.
“I think one of the real big keys is just
worries them.”
When preparing for WKU (32-3), Black us sustaining a real high-level of play,”
said the Lady Topper’s No. 17 ranking Hudson said. “That’s probably a big of a
concern as I have because they’ve been
never phased his team.
“We honestly haven’t even talked about forced to over the last several months,
that,” Black said. “We know they’re good. and we forced ourselves too at times. I
Everyone in the tournament is good and think that’ll be an interesting situation
deserves to be there. We’re not surprised the way that plays out.”

BOWL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
WKU’s best hopes lie with games
such as the Little Caesars Pizza Bowl
and the Military Bowl — bowls that
are unable to find eligible teams
from the conferences they are contractually obligated to choose from
and may be looking for eligible Sun
Belt teams to fill those voids.
Steve Beck, executive director of
the Military Bowl, said several factors are taken into account when
bowl committees try to determine
which schools to invite.
“We look at their play on the football field first,” Beck said. “Then we
look at regional bases, their travel
ability, and then we also look at the
financial difference between each
conference.”
Beck said the Military Bowl’s
selection committee, along with
most other bowl committees, is
planning on waiting until Sunday
to announce who they have in-

9

vited. The Military Bowl has yet to
officially invite a school.
He said if there are more than 70
bowl-eligible schools, WKU could
be chosen over one of the three eligible Western Athletic Conference
schools.
“It’s conceivable that Western
Kentucky could be taken over a
Louisiana Tech or San Jose State
if the bowl feels it would be beneficial, but each bowl is different in
that regard,” Beck said.
LTU and SJSU may play in a
weaker conference, but both have
one glaring advantage over the
Toppers — a stronger record. LTU
finished 9-3 this season, and SJSU
finished 10-2.
Though it’s all still up in the air,
WKU will for sure know its postseason fate by Sunday. Beck said it’s
hard to determine which team will
play where until the regular season
is over.
“As soon as you think you have
anything done, the next thing you
know, everything changes,” he said.

Games to watch
8-3, 4-2 Big East
Conference

vs.

5-6, 2-4 Big East
Conference

Time: 2:30 p.m. CT, Saturday
TV: ABC
Line: Cincinnati (-5 1/2), O/U (40 1/2)
Who WKU fans should cheer for: Cincinnati
Should UConn win, the Big East would be able to fill its contractual tie-in with either the Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Bowl or BBVA Compass Bowl, thus making one of those
games off-limits for an at-large candidate like WKU.
Herald prediction: Cincinnati 27, UConn 21

VOLLEYBALL

“

“

PAGE

vs.
3-8, 1-5 Big East
Conference

5-6, 2-4 Big East
Conference

Time: 6 p.m. CT, Saturday
TV: ESPN2, ESPN3
Line: Pitt (-6 1/2), O/U (46 1/2)
Who WKU fans should cheer for: South Florida
As far as WKU is concerned, this game has the exact same circumstances as the
UConn-Cincinnati matchup earlier in the day.
If Pitt wins, the Panthers will have six wins on the year, clinching bowl eligibility.
If both Pitt and UConn win Saturday, the Big East will fill obligations to both
the BBVA Compass Bowl and the Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Bowl, taking those spots from
teams like WKU in the at-large pool.
That would also ensure 72 bowl eligible teams overall — the same number of
teams eligible as there were in 2011, when 7-5 WKU was left out of the postseason.
Herald prediction: Pitt 40, USF 17

vs.
10-2, 2-4 ACC

6-6, 5-3 ACC

Time: 7 p.m. CT, Saturday
TV: ESPN, ESPN3
Line: FSU (-14), O/U (62 1/2)
Who WKU fans should cheer for: FSU
Depending on the outcomes of the two Big East games, a Georgia Tech upset
could make for 73 bowl eligible teams, which would be a virtual death kneel to
WKU’s bowl hopes.
But of all the games affecting the Toppers, this one looks the most likely to go
in their favor.
Herald prediction: FSU 49, Georgia Tech 10
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WKU’s bowl hopes to be decided this weekend
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Toppers aren’t the only
team in America ready to
learn their bowl fate.
“I think every team that’s
bowl-eligible is ready for
that,” coach Willie Taggart
said. “They all want to know
where they’re going to play so
they can plan and get ready
to go and put on a show.
That’s what the Tops want to

do.”
At 7-5, WKU is one of several teams right on the bowl
bubble. On the fringe of
bowl-eligible Sun Belt Conference teams, the Toppers
would likely be one of the
first teams left out of a bowl
berth if more than 70 teams
become eligible.
The bowl pairings will all be
officially announced Sunday
night on ESPN.
Athletics director Todd

Stewart was watching games
that had an effect on WKU’s
bowl chances last Saturday,
and he said he’ll be doing the
same thing this weekend.
“Saturday, it was a little
like election night with the
swing states,” he said. “We
had 15 games we were keeping an eye on, and 11 of those
15 didn’t go our way, and if
they’d gone differently, we’d
be having an entirely different conversation today.”

Three teams that play Saturday threaten WKU’s bowl
hopes — Pittsburgh and
Connecticut, both 5-6, and
Georgia Tech, technically eligible at 6-6 but facing No. 13
Florida State. A loss would
make the Yellow Jackets ineligible at 6-7, though they have
applied for an exemption
due to the fact that they are
playing in the ACC Championship.
SEE BOWL PAGE 9

For a look at Saturday’s games that
will affect WKU's bowl chances, see
Page 9.

C-USA adds FAU,
MTSU, not WKU
HERALD STAFF
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Two Sun Belt Conference schools left the league
Wednesday for Conference-USA, but WKU
wasn’t among them.
Middle Tennessee State, Sun Belt members
since 2001, and Florida Atlantic, full members
since 2006, both announced membership agreements with the C-USA.
As of today, the departures of FAU and MTSU
to the C-USA give that league 14 football-playing members when the two join, likely for the
2014-15 academic year. Meanwhile, the Sun Belt
would have 10 full members, eight of which play
football.
WKU didn’t confirm reports that surfaced
Wednesday saying the C-USA was looking to expand to 16 teams and that WKU and New Mexico
State could be the schools next in line for bids.
“Conference re-alignment is an ongoing and
fluid process,” President Gary Ransdell and Athletics Director Todd Stewart said in a statement.
“We continually monitor and analyze all of the
many dynamics and variables involved.
“We emphasize that, as always, every decision
we make will be in the best interests of Western
Kentucky University.”
C-USA commissioner Britton Banowsky also
said Thursday that he had no knowledge of those
reports.
Should WKU choose to leave the Sun Belt for
the C-USA or another conference, the school
would owe the league a $1 million exit fee.

UPON FURTHER REVIEW

Time to step back
and weigh the
Toppers’ options
BRAD STEPHENS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Mention the words “Sun Belt Conference” to a
WKU fan, and you probably won’t get a good reaction.
The Toppers have been in the league since
1982, marking 30 years of frustration from their
fans as to why WKU seems stuck in the league.
Yet, while other schools
come and go (South Florida, UAB, Louisiana Tech, to
name a few), the Toppers
keep plugging away in the
league.
Through countless realignments, some bad TV
deals and a lot of empty
basketball arenas, WKU has
generally been one of the
Sun Belt’s few bright spots.
STEPHENS
Sports editor
That’s why Wednesday
was such a disappointment
for Topper fans everywhere.
First came the mid-morning announcement
that WKU’s geographical rival, Middle Tennessee
State, was packing its bags and heading to the
Conference-USA, giving the league 13 footballplaying members.
Common sense said the league would add a
14th and that someone else would get a call up
from the Sun Belt.
President Gary Ransdell and Athletics Director
Todd Stewart released a three-sentence statement about conference realignment — a statement that perhaps signaled hope for a move by
not mentioning the Sun Belt.
The 14th team got its call soon after, but it
wasn't the Toppers. C-USA chose the sun of Boca
Raton, Fla., over the south-central Kentucky hospitality of Bowling Green and picked Florida Atlantic as lucky member No. 14.
For the next few hours, social media was filled
with the release of more pent-up Sun Belt frustration, including a large dose of blame heaped
on Stewart and Ransdell.
But late in the afternoon, a local radio personality/sports bar TV commercial guy revived a lot
of folks’ bigger-conference dreams by tweeting
something about “sources,” WKU, New Mexico
SEE OPTIONS PAGE 9

Sophomore middle hitter Heather Boyan goes for a kill against North Texas on Nov. 17 in Diddle Arena. Boyan and
the Lady Toppers play in the first round of the NCAA Tournament at 7:30 p.m. CT Friday against Loyola Marymount
in Palo Alto, Calif. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

WKU set for NCAA
Tournament opener
ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

When WKU and Loyola
Marymount step on the Maples Pavilion court at 7:30 p.m.
CT Friday to open the NCAA
Tournament, the two opposing coaches will have opposite
game plans.
Lady Topper coach Travis

Hudson said when looking at
film on LMU, “it’s like looking
in a mirror.”
“They do a lot of the things
that we do,” Hudson said.
“They’re balanced.
“They have a big-time outside hitter, but they’re still very
balanced, and system-wise it’s
not a whole lot different that
what we do. I guess that’s a lit-

tle easier for us to prepare but a
little easier for them to prepare
as well.”
However, LMU coach Tom
Black doesn’t share Hudson’s
thoughts on the game, played
in Palo Alto, Calif., and hosted
by Stanford.
“I think we’re very different,”
SEE VOLLEYBALL PAGE 9

TRACK

Toppers out for indoor title repeat
JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Coming off a men’s Sun Belt
Conference cross country championship, WKU’s track and field
will be looking to carry over that
success into the upcoming indoor
track season.
The 2012-2013 indoor track season is set to begin on Dec. 8 when
the Toppers travel to Murfreesboro, Tenn., for the Middle Tennessee Christmas Invitational.
The Topper men won the Sun
Belt Conference indoor title last
season in an effort that current junior David Mokone spearheaded. WKU athletes race at the Indoor Sun Belt Indoor Championships in MurMokone set the tone for the 2012 freesboro, Tenn., in February. WKU begins its indoor track and field seaindoor season after breaking the son next weekend. COOPER BURTON/HERALD
WKU 800-meter indoor record
twice in a three-week span.
“I think everyone on the team tionals almost two weeks ago,”
Mokone continued his domi- has a chance to have a superb sea- Jenkins said, “He’s ready for a long
nance through competition at the son, especially our senior Joseph indoor and outdoor season.”
Sun Belt Conference Indoor Track (Chebet),” Mokone said. “I know
As for the rest of the Topper
and Field Championships by win- he will want to go out with out- squad, Jenkins still sees them
ning the mile run in a champion- standing times.”
as inspired coming off the cross
ship record time of 4:10.08.
Coach Erik Jenkins echoed the country season.
Mokone also finished second same enthusiasm for Chebet, who
“The boys are still ready to comin the 800-meter and third in dis- finished 35th at the NCAA Cross pete,” Jenkins said.
tance relay team to capture the Country Championships earlier
But while long distance runners
meet’s Most Outstanding Track this month.
Performer honor.
“Joseph performed well at NaSEE INDOOR PAGE 8

